
Annual IDA Dark Sky Place Report 

 

Place Name: Copper Breaks State Park  

Date of Designation: 2014 

 

 

General 

• Current information for the site IDA contact(s): Edwin Quintero, Park Superintendent 

• Does the site currently have a Provisional status?  If so, what work has been done in the 

past year to resolve concerns that resulted in the Provisional designation? No the park 

does not have a provisional status.  

Parks/Reserves: 

• Does the site plan to apply for a tier status upgrade in the future?  If so, what work has 

been done in the past year furthering the application? Copper Breaks State Park 

currently does not plan to apply for a tier status upgrade.  

• Estimate number of site visitors in the last year. Of those, how many participated in dark-

skies programming? Estimated number of site visitors for Copper Breaks State Park 

FY18 was approximately 26,369 visitors. A total of 1,200 visitors participated in our star-

walk and other dark sky interpretive programs.  

 

 

Lighting 

  

Parks/Reserves: 

• Were any new lighting projects completed this year?  If so, describe. The addition of light 

glare busters were installed at the maintenance shop with lower wattage to minimize any 

light pollution as well as to insure the safety of park staff at Copper Breaks State Park.  

• Is any lighting within the Park/Reserve non-compliant with the LMP (as permitted at the 

time of IDA designation)?  If so, what is the plan to bring the remainder into compliance 

within the allowed window of time? Copper Breaks State Park is currently at 98% 

compliant.  

• Was any new territory added to the Park/Reserve?  If so, does any lighting on it comply 

with the LMP?  If lighting on new territory doesn't comply, is there a plan to bring it into 

compliance? No additional territory was added to Copper Breaks State Park.  

Communities: 

• Were any changes made to local/municipal outdoor lighting policy in the past year? If so, 

describe and include text of any code language added or changed. No current changes 

were made to the local/municipal outdoor lighting policy near Copper Breaks State Park. 



• Were there any new municipal lighting installations (or similar, large-scale 

installations on commercial property) built in the last year to show as examples built 

to your dark sky-friendly code? There were no new municipal lighting installations build 

within the year near Copper Breaks State Park. 

  

Sky Quality 

• Were sky quality data taken in the past year? If possible, include a table or 

figure showing the information: Yes there was data taken 

• Did sky brightness increase over the previous year?  Decrease? The sky brightness 

remained the same at Copper Breaks State Park.  

• Is a permanently mounted sky monitor installed, or are there plans to install one? Yes 

there is a permanently mounted sky monitor at Copper Breaks State Park.  

  

Conservation and Research (Parks/Reserves) 

• Any ongoing conservation and/or research programs at the site?  If so, who runs them, 

and what are the goals? There is no ongoing conservation programs or research 

conducted at Copper Breaks State Park  

• Are there any new research results to report?  Have any been published this year? No 

there is currently no research being conducted at Copper Breaks State Park  

  

Funding 

• Currently administering any grants related to dark-skies programming?  If so, describe. 

There is currently no grants being administered related to dark-skies programing at 

Copper Breaks State Park 

• Were any new grants won this year? There was no grants won for the FY2017 at Copper 

Breaks State Park 

• Are there plans to apply for any future grants? Currently there is no plans for future 

grants 

  

Arts and Culture 

• Is any programming ongoing or planned blending the arts/culture with dark skies?  If so, 

describe: The development of an interpretive/educational program blending both the 

native American arts/culture with the dark skies is currently in the planning stages for 

development at Copper Breaks State Park  

 

  



Outreach 

• Were any new outreach programs started this year? Copper Breaks State Park organized 

outreach events with local civic groups, Scout groups and local high schools, which were 

dark-sky education oriented.  

• If so, are they complete or ongoing? The Star-walk programs are offered 7 months out of 

the year, they are ongoing interpretive programs at Copper Breaks State Park along with 

other related Dark-Sky Interpretive programs.  The next upcoming 2019 tentative Star-

Walk & Dark-Sky Interpretive programs schedule will be as follow: February 9th , March 

9th , 12th , 14th, 16th, April 6th, May 4th, June 1st, 15th, July 27th , August 31st, Sept 28th , 

October 5th, November 23rd.  

 

• Are statistics available (e.g., how many visitors served, donations, etc.)? No available 

statistics  

  

 

 

Community and Media Relations 

Any new media coverage you would like us to know about? May include e.g., PDFs as 

attachments: Copper Breaks State Park announces our Star-Walk event lineup via local 

Newspapers: The Red River Sun (Childress), The Banner (Seymour) Foard County News  

(Crowell), Caprock Courier (Matador, Paducah, Guthrie, Silverton), Clarendon Enterprise 

(Clarendon), Quanah Tribune, Vernon Record, Times Record News (Wichita Falls), The 

Knox County Courier (Knox City area). Radio Stations: Memphis, Childress, Wichita Falls, 

Haskell, Vernon, Seymour.  Chambers of Commerce: Quanah, Childress, Vernon  

Any engagement with local governments, community organizations, or private landowners in the 

past year to report? Copper Breaks State Park has successfully engaged with some neighboring 

land owners on reducing light pollution and has started to discuss the importance of preserving 

our night sky with the surrounding towns in an effort to change city ordinances to promote the 

change of light fixtures.   

 

 


