FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Hungary’s Biikk National Park Named an International Dark Sky Park

TUCSON, Ariz., and EGER, Hungary (13 June 2017) — The International Dark Sky Associa-
tion (IDA) today announced the designation of Biikk National Park in northern Hungary as
the world’s newest International Dark Sky Park. Known as “Biikki Csillagoségbolt-park”
(“Biikk Starry Sky Park’) in Hungary, the Park takes its place alongside two other Interna-
tional Dark Sky Parks previously announced in Hungary: Hortobagy National Park and Zselic
National Landscape Preservation Area.

“Through its steady work toward establishing International Dark Sky Parks across its terri-
tory, Hungary is emerging as a true dark-skies leader in Europe,” said IDA Executive Director
J. Scott Feierabend. “We are thrilled to see Biikk National Park join the family of IDA Inter-
national Dark Sky Places.”

Biikk National consists of 43,170 hectares (106,675 acres) of land in the Biikk Mountains of
Northern Hungary near the city of Miskolc. Situated among the country’s tallest peaks and
heavily forested, it is Hungary’s largest national park. The Park’s karstic landscape makes it a
mecca for spelunkers, and it is home to some ninety species of nesting birds, many endan-
gered. Visitors find a variety of outdoor and cultural activities throughout the Park. Increas-
ingly, these offerings include experiences that bring visitors closer to a dark night sky.

To achieve today’s result, the local Nature Conservation and Cultural Association contracted
with the Biikk National Park Directorate in 2014 to survey and document lighting and light
pollution in the Park. After making retrofit recommendations for Park lighting, the organiza-
tions helped arrange for the required upgrades. They also engaged in dialog with area resi-
dents concerning the reduction of light pollution in and around the park, and prepared the In-
ternational Dark Sky Park application to IDA.

“Today, more and more natural night sky is being disappeared,” explained Richard Novak,
Educational Assistant at the Biikk National Park Directorate on the value of the International
Dark Sky Park designation. “The starry sky is our common natural and cultural heritage, and
IDA offers the opportunity to increase the number of these ‘islands’ and treat them in a com-
parable way.”

“IDA's work is very important in raising awareness of reducing and fighting against light pol-
lution, which is recognized worldwide," Novak added.

IDA accreditation for the Park required a wide range of cooperation, mainly by the Biikk Na-
tional Park Directorate and by ‘green’ non-government organizations, forestry companies,
municipalities, research institutes and universities. The effort intends to improve nighttime
conditions in the Park for wildlife, cultural heritage preservation, and astronomy appreciation
and astrotourism.

Biikk National Park received Provisional status from IDA in order to gain more time to meet
the minimum 2/3 compliance rate for dark sky friendly light fixtures in the Park. The condi-



tional designation requires that the Park achieve that rate within three years of today’s an-
nouncement, and to further achieve 90% compliance within five years and 100% compliance
within ten years. The Park aims to achieve full compliance by 2021.

About the IDA Dark Sky Places Program

IDA established the International Dark Sky Places conservation program in 2001 to recognize
excellent stewardship of the night sky. Designations are based on stringent outdoor lighting
standards and innovative community outreach. Since the program began, 15 Communities, 49
Parks, 11 Reserves, two Sanctuaries and four Dark Sky Friendly Developments of Distinction
have received International Dark Sky designations. For more information about the Interna-
tional Dark Sky Places Program, visit http://darksky.org/idsp.

About IDA

The International Dark Sky Association, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization based in Tucson,
Arizona, advocates for the protection of the nighttime environment and dark night skies by
educating policymakers and the public about night sky conservation and promoting environ-
mentally responsible outdoor lighting. More information about IDA and its mission may be
found at http://www.darksky.org.
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