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Section 1: Location of the Cosmic Campground 

The Cosmic Campground located on an all
weather road is connected to US Hwy 180. 
[Image Credit: Google Earth].

Currently, the  Cosmic Campground is open
24/7/365.  One is not required to stay there to
use it.  Eventually, the Cosmic Campground
will be operated as a group campground using
the USFS scheduling system.  It will be open to
the public on this basis.

The boundaries of the Gila National Forest enclose the Cosmic Campground 
planning area.  The Cosmic Campground planning area consists of the Cosmic 
Campground and the Dark Sky Campground.  The Cosmic Campground 
consisting of 3.5 acres will comprise the land base for the Sanctuary.  The long 
term intent will be for the Dark Sky Campground to become a public 
campground that is managed as a frst
come frst serve “pull off” campground. 

The lightscape management plan is
simple. The nearest commercial power is
is more than one mile away from the
Sanctuary.  The USFS does not provide
power and lighting in a campground of
this type and has no intention of doing
so in the future.   In his letter of 2015
September 3 to the IDA , Gila National
Forest Supervisor Adam Mendonca
states “No Lighting will be installed at
the Cosmic Campground”. [page 40 this proposal]

In the future, if any night lighting is
installed by the USFS in the Sanctuary
for safety or any other reason it will be
installed and operated strictly in
accordance with IDA guidelines and
forest service regulations. 
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