




























































































































































Lighting at Borrego Valley Inn (constructed 1997) 
Photograph Type # Conforming? Comments 

 

25 watt 
Incandescent 
(210 lumens) 

28 yes Fully-shielded, with decorative 
pinholes 

Downward-directed 

 

9 watt compact 
fluorescent 

(600 lumens) 

23 yes Walkway lights, downward 
shielded; some without bulbs 

 

25 watt 
incandescent 
(210 lumens) 

14 yes Fully-shielded spot lights on 
exterior patios; safety for step-

down at doorways 

 

10 watt 
Incandescent 

(<120 lumens) 

12 yes Walkway lights 

 

10 watt quartz 
halogen 

(200 lumens) 

3 yes Spotlights illuminating fountain 
in courtyard 

 

45 watt 
spotlight 

(500 lumens?) 

2 yes Spotlights illuminating 
landscaping; only one currently 

contains a bulb 

 

25 watt 
incandescent 

bulbs 
(210 lumens) 

18 yes Downward-directed decorative 
fixtures illuminating exterior 

corridors; sheltered completely 
by overhanging eaves. 

 



 
 
 
 

Lighting at Boys & Girls Club and Badlands Skate Park (2003) 
Photograph Type # Conforming? Comments 

 

Low-pressure 
sodium 

2 yes Full-cutoff fixtures illuminating 
parking lot. 

Note:  the local Community 
Sponsor Group insisted that 

these fixtures, along with those 
illuminating the skate park 
(below), be fully shielded.  

 

Low-pressure 
sodium 

13 yes Full-cutoff fixtures illuminating 
skate park; on only during 

events at night 

 

spotlights 2 yes 2 spotlights on one pole; used to 
illumine play structure only 

when in use at night 

 

Globe lights 3 yes Turned on only for special 
events 

 
 
 
 
 

Lighting at Borrego Sun Newspaper Office (1959) 
Photograph Type # Conforming? Comments 

 

16 watt 
Incandescent 
(120 lumens) 

11 yes Fully shielded 
Directed downward 

 

Security Flood 
fixture with two 

bulbs: 
75-watt (1180 l) 
16-watt (120 l) 

1 yes Fully shielded under patio cover, 
directed inward onto building 

 
 
 
 



 
 

Lighting at Borrego Springs Chamber of Commerce (2001) 
Photograph Type # Conforming? Comments 

 

13-watt (900 l) 
compact 

fluorescent (5); 
60-watt (855 l) 

incandescent (1) 

6 yes Shielded, downward-directed 
lights illuminating walkways 

and doorways. 
Note:  All exterior lights are 

turned on only for special events 

 

Unknown, low-
light 

6 yes Shielded walkway lights turned 
on only when building is used at 

night (infrequently). 

 

35 watt quartz 
spotlights 

(<800 lumens) 

5 yes Spotlights used to illuminate 
landscaping are turned on only 

for special events at night, which 
are infrequent. 

 
 
 
 
 

Lighting at Borrego Springs Little League Field (2003) 
Photograph Type # Conforming? Comments 

 

Flood lamps 
2 poles with 4 

lamps each 
2 poles with 7 

lamps each 

22 yes Bulbs are shielded and directed 
downward.  Lights are turned 
on only when night games are 

being played. 

 

75-watt 
incandescent 

(1180 lumens) 

4 yes Bulbs are fully shielded and 
directed downward over doors.  
Lights are turned on only when 
night games are being played. 

 

60-watt 
incandescent 
(855 lumens) 

22 yes Lights are all shielded under 
eaves of restroom building.  

Lights are turned on only when 
night games are being played. 

 

Halogen-bulb 
floodlight on 

concession bldg 

4 yes One fixture lacking a bulb. 
Lights are turned on only when 
night games are being played.  

 
 
 
 
 



Lighting at St. Barnabas Episcopal Church (1986) 
Photograph Type # Conforming? Comments 

 

60 watt 
Candelabra 

bulb 
(855 lumens) 

9 yes Positioned under wide eaves 
Turned on for events 

 

75-watt 
Flood lamp in 

can fixture 
(1180 lumens) 

1 yes Downward-directed; located 
completely under eave over 

front door. 

 

  Flood lamps 
(unknown 
wattage) 

10 yes Motion detectors turn on lights 
when parking lot is used at night 

 

Flood lamps 
(unknown 
wattage) 

10 yes Flood lamps are shielded and 
directed downward 

 

Unknown 
wattage 

2 yes Decorative  
Turned on only during events 

 

1-watt LED 
bulb 

(minimal 
lumens) 

4 yes Solar-powered lights at edge of 
walkway near parking lot  

 
 
 
 

 
Lighting at Borrego Springs Post Office (constructed 1986) 

Photograph Type # Conforming? Comments 

 

Low-pressure 
sodium 

3 yes Full-cutoff fixtures (2 on one 
pole and 1 on another pole) that 

illuminate parking lot 

 

60-watt yellow 
incandescent 

bulbs 
(855 lumens) 

8 yes Fixtures are completely 
sheltered under eaves.  These 

lights are currently not turned on 
at night.  No landscape lighting. 

 
 
 



 
Lighting at XL Gas Station (1989) 

Photograph Type # Conforming? Comments 

 

Halogen?  LPS? 1 yes Full cutoff fixture 
Illuminates parking lot 

 

110-watt 
Fluorescent 
tube lights 

44 yes All lamps are located under 
cover:  30 under roof over gas 

pumps and 14 under eaves 
around main building. 

 

Lighted sign 2 yes Illuminated from within (one 
sign currently not illuminated) 

 
 

 
Lighting at Borrego Springs Middle School (constructed 1999) 

Photograph Type # Conforming? Comments 

 

High-pressure 
sodium 

2 yes Full cutoff fixture 
Illuminates parking lot 

Two fixtures on one pole 

 

Unknown 
wattage 

29 yes All fixtures are recessed and are 
located under cover 

 

Unknown 
wattage 

7 Yes Fixtures located over doorways 
and completely under overhang 

 



 
 

 
 

 
Lighting at Borrego Lutheran Church (constructed 1996) 

Photograph Type # Conforming? Comments 

 

18 amp 
fluorescent 

6 yes Recessed light fixtures located 
underneath walkway roof (two 
18-amb bulbs in each fixture) 

 

Unknown 
wattage 

1 yes Bulb is recessed in light fixture, 
located under roof over doorway 

 

18 amp 
fluorescent 

27 Yes? Parking lot lights; turned on only 
during evening events 

 
 
 



Night Sky from “Downtown” Borrego Springs 

 

 
 

 

Despite the uplighting on the palm trees the Milky Way, is easily visible from Christmas 

Circle, the center of town.  Bright streaks in the image are from automobiles in this timed 

exposure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Zodiacal Light from Borrego Springs 

 
 

 

 Zodiacal Light photographed four miles from the center of Borrego Springs in 

March 2008.  The brightest light in the image is a beacon at the airport, which has since 

been shielded to avoid light trespass in the community. 



 

Star Trails from Borrego Springs 
 

 
 

 

Star trails over Borrego Springs. Moonlight provides the illumination for the palm tree 

and other vegetation. 

 



 

 

 

Milky Way Over Tree 

 

  
 

Silhouettes of trees with the Milky Way behind them from Borrego Springs, CA.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Desert Aurora 
 

 
 

Aurora Borealis from Borrego Springs, CA   





Borrego Springs Street Lights – Update 
 

The Borrego Springs Dark-Sky Coalition has worked with officials from San Diego Gas 

& Electric and San Diego County to fix the two non-compliant streetlights in the 

community. Because of their actions both of the street lights have now been replaced 

with full-cutoff fixtures.   
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