










About Homer Glen  

 
  

General Information 

The Village of Homer Glen is located just 11 miles southwest of Chicago in Will County, Illinois.  The Village 

was incorporated April 17, 2001, and soon afterward volunteers crafted the Village's first Mission 

Statement and Core Values. 

Homer Glen is bisected by three major creeks that are home to a multitude of wildlife such as beavers, 

coyotes, deer, and woodchucks.  The gently rolling terrain is dotted with prairie grasses, stands of trees, 

and cultivated fields.  Two 18-hole golf courses help the Village attain its rolling vista.  A sizeable number 

of residents have horses on their property. 

The village is a unique blend of small farms, spacious developments, and open space located within Homer 

Township in Will County, Illinois.  Founded in 1836, the Homer Township area is rich in history and was 

once known as "Yankee Settlement".  Many of these early residents arrived by way of Lake Michigan, their 

vessels landing near Fort Dearborn.  From there, they traveled on to Homer. 

Within the 22.4 square mile corporate boundaries of Homer Glen are two square miles of Will County 

Forest Preserves.  Messenger Woods Nature Preserve is one of Will County's oldest and most unusual 

forest preserves.  Visitors to the preserve can enjoy one of the few remaining forests in northeastern 

Illinois that have not been altered by grazing, cutting, farming, or development.  It features two pavilions.  

Spring Creek Greenway is the Forest Preserve District's only equestrian preserve, offering horse riders a 

3.2-mile trail that winds through wooded areas and prairie.  The trail can also be used by hikers and cross-

country skiers.  The trail takes visitors past Spring Creek which abounds with much wildlife including 

beaver, egrets, herons, muskrat, and fox. 

(Back to Top) 
  

Demographics 

At 22.4 square miles, Homer Glen is Will County's fourth largest municipality. The Village encompassed 

about 19.9 square miles at the time of incorporation in 2001.  With boundary agreements currently in 

place, the Village has the opportunity to increase to about 25 square miles. 

The current population of 25,069 and over 7,716 households is based on a special census conducted in 

2008.  The previous population figure of 24,083 was from a special census conducted in late 2004.  The 

population figure of 22,269 from 2000 was partially estimated because the Village did not exist until April 

2001. 



The average family household income in Homer Glen is $119,394 and the average age is just over 35 

years old. 

Approximately 39% of the residents have a college degree and another 26% have at least some college. 

Over 96% of the houses are owner occupied, and over 60% of the houses are valued at over 200,000.  

The median home value in 2006 was $318,658.  (See Economic Development for additional 

demographics.) 

A Northeastern Illinois Planning Commission* 2030 forecast projects a population of 40,588, or a 54% 

increase. 

*The Northeastern Illinois Planning Commission (NIPC) merged into the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for 

Planning (CMAP). 

(Back to Top) 
  

Community Life 

The Village is served by three excellent grade school districts, which feed into Lockport Township High 

School. Three Fire Protection Districts provide unparalleled service for the residents.  The Homer Township 

Library actively searches out and receives grants to benefit all residents, from youth through seniors. 

In 1988, the Homer Township residents approved a referendum to purchase open space for recreational, 

environmental and educational uses.  The Township maintains a number of athletic fields, as well as 

neighborhood parks. 

Volunteer athletic associations provide organized activities for football, cheerleading, baseball, and soccer.  

A new privately owned roller rink further enhances children's choices of indoor soccer and roller hockey.  

Recently, the local high school won the State football championship for the second year in a row, and a 

number of those football players were players in these athletic associations. 

Homer Glen has an extensive network of resident volunteers who donate their time, effort and resources to 

the Village.  Because the Village of Homer Glen does not levy a municipal property tax, volunteers are an 

integral part of maintaining additional services to the community. 

(Back to Top) 
  

Public Services 

Following one of the core values of the Village ("A fiscally accountable government is needed to protect the 

interests of Homer Glen taxpayers") Homer Glen has taken the approach of contracting with a number of 

public and private entities to provide many of the traditional municipal services: 

Police services are provided through a contract with Will County Sheriff's Department. 



All public works functions, including maintenance of 109 miles of streets, bridge maintenance, 

snowplowing, storm water drainage maintenance etc., are provided to the citizens of Homer Glen 

though a contract with the Homer Township Highway Department. 

Fire and Emergency Services are provided by three separate Fire Protection Districts. 

Water and Sanitary Sewer service is provided by Illinois American Water Company in those areas 

of the Village that can be served by water mains. 

  
The Municipal Organization 

Homer Glen is a home-rule municipality governed by a Village President, commonly called Mayor, and by a 

Board of Trustees, all of whom are elected at large to overlapping four-year terms.  The village manager 

position was created by ordinance.  The village manager makes recommendations to the Village Board on 

measures deemed appropriate, prepares and proposes the annual budget, and keeps the Village fully 

informed on the Village's financial condition. 

(Back to Top) 
  

Comprehensive Plan 

The Village completed its first Comprehensive Plan in 2005.  This blueprint will ensure that future growth, 

development and improvements are compatible with the character of the community.  The Comprehensive 

Plan places importance on abundant open space, preservation of environmentally sensitive corridors, 

supporting tracts of agricultural land, and estate lifestyles in the western portion of the Village and 

blending commerce and residential lifestyles in the eastern portion of the Village. 

  
Green Vision Program 

In May 2002 the Village of Homer Glen was one of sixteen communities in Illinois to be awarded the Green 

Communities Demonstration Grant.  The Green Communities Demonstration Grant Steering Committee 

was formed in Homer Glen and soon began Homer Glen's Green Vision Program.  The two-year grant 

process emphasized and relied heavily on input from the stakeholders of the Homer Glen community.  In 

2005, the Homer Glen Board of Trustees formally adopted the Green Vision Statement and Goals for the 

Village of Homer Glen. 

  
Economic Activity 



The Village of Homer Glen is located in a rapidly growing area of Chicago's southwest suburbs.  When 

Heartland Real Estate Business asked industry leaders in suburban Chicago to comment on the state of 

commercial real estate in their fields of expertise, Steve Frishman, a principal of Mid-America Real Estate, 

stated: 

"With strong development continuing along the Randall Road corridor, the markets to keep an eye on in 

the near future are the burgeoning towns of Algonquin in the north, Huntley in the far northwest, and the 

south Chicago suburbs of Homer Glen, Plainfield, Frankfort and Mokena." 

The challenge will be to blend commercial development with existing residential developments so that 

there is minimal impact on the residents.  The Village is committed to providing commercial and retail 

development that is ultimately convenient for the residents and continue to retain its semi-rural 

atmosphere. 

The I-355 Tollway South Extension, which was completed in November 2007, links I-55 south to I-80 on 

the western edge of the community.   The Comprehensive Plan earmarked that area for upscale business 

parks.  These business parks are expected to provide job opportunities and help build tax revenues. 

	
  



























































































February 15, 2011

Dear International Dark Sky Association,

I am writing to commend the relentless, consistent efforts of leadership of The Village of Homer Glen and recommend authorizing its 
certification as an IDA Dark Sky Community... the very first east of the Mississippi River.

As a citizen of Illinois, I am especially proud and energized by the efforts of this community, as it is the very first community in our entire state 
to pass a dark-sky ordinance (December 18, 2007).  As a matter of fact, it was the action of this community that both inspired and empowered 
me into action. I was determined to contact Illinois Lt Governor Pat Quinn and let him know about this.  This contact resulted in a media 
conference within one month... the very first in our state's history dedicated to light pollution.  As you can see in the attached photo below, 
standing side by side, participants included Debra Norvil, IDA's Bob Gent, and decade-long IDA IL state representative David Toeppen.  I was 
also present (and took this photo). 

It is without question that The Village of Homer Glen deserves this certification of IDA Dark Sky Community.  The ordinance is in place to 
steadily reduce light pollution in this community. They have shown years of proof of their dedication and commitment.  They have proven that 
businesses are willing to cooperate and comply with these ordinances.  I am personally aware of consistent starlight preservation messages 
throughout the year at The Village of Homer Glen community events and award ceremonies which serve to reinforce  the message of the value 
and importance of light pollution reduction. 

Every state in the U.S. needs a community to step up to a leadership position and show that the path that embraces starlight is good for the 
community.   I thank the Village of Homer Glen for being that community for Illinois.  I hope that every every state in the US and other regions 
around the globe soon find similar models.  It is always a bigger challenge to be the first.

The heart of the leadership and the community is behind this long and focused effort... which makes all the difference in the world.

As IDA IL state rep David Toeppen is gravely ill, I recommend that this certification is swiftly passed without delay, in due respect to his 
dedication to the cause of starlight preservation. 

Sincerely,
Audrey Fischer
10033-35 S. Western Ave
Chicago, Illinois 60643
773.233.7579 
773.233.5037

Starlight preservation global activist
IDA board member
IDA Chicago co-leader
Astronomers Without Borders regional representative
One Star at a Time project founder and co-leader Global StarPark Network (recently supported by UNESCO)
Chicago Astronomical Society board member (oldest astronomical society in the western hemisphere)
Chicago Conservation Corps leader
AWB Astronomers Without Barriers, inclusive programs for the sight, hearing impaired and differently-abled WG member
NASA broadcasted, Live Voyage into Deep Space with Sonification for the blind, organizer, (dual-serving as a starlight preservation drive during Global Astronomy Month GAM2011)
IDA Education Committee WG
GAM2011 Dark Sky WG 
Illinois Environmental Literacy Program collaborative partner
Boy Scouts of America Astronomy Merit Badge Councilor 

http://www.standingupforillinois.org/feature.php?id=263

Lt. Gov. Pat Quinn commends Homer Glen for dark-sky ordinance, urges everyone in Illinois to turn out the lights for Earth 
Hour this Saturday

Link to the Homer Glen Ordinance

CHICAGO - March 26, 2008. Lt. Governor Pat Quinn joined representatives from the International Dark-Sky Association and the World 
Wildlife Fund to commend the Village of Homer Glen for passing a groundbreaking dark-sky ordinance, and asked residents 
throughout Illinois to participate in Earth Hour by turning off their lights from 8 to 9 p.m. on Saturday night.

"Homer Glen's dark-sky ordinance conserves energy, protects wildlife, and reminds all of us of the natural beauty of a starry night," 

http://www.standingupforillinois.org/index.php
http://www.standingupforillinois.org/uploads/Homer-Glen-Lighting-Outdoor.pdf


Quinn said at a news conference in the 15th floor Blue Room of the James R. Thompson Center, 100 W. Randolph St. in Chicago. 
"This Saturday night, I hope people throughout Illinois will follow Homer Glen's example and extinguish all unnecessary lights to 
participate in Earth Hour."

On December 18, the Homer Glen Village Board unanimously adopted a progressive new ordinance regulating nighttime outdoor 
lighting, making sure that outdoor lighting is focused on areas that need to be illuminated, while reducing the upward glow that 
obscures the night sky. The village, located 11 miles southwest of Chicago in Will County, was incorporated in 2001. Since then, the 
village government has worked to preserve the area's rural character and safeguard its natural environment.

"Homer Glen's ordinance demonstrates that good outdoor lighting uses the right amount of light, where and when it is needed, without 
wasting energy by sending light up into the sky," Quinn said. "The Village of Homer Glen and its model light pollution ordinance have 
set an excellent example for other communities in Illinois and across our nation."

Residents statewide had an opportunity to show their support for dark-sky initiatives by participating in Earth Hour from 8 to 9 p.m. on 
Saturday, March 29. During Earth Hour people around the world turned off unnecessary lights to reduce energy consumption and cut 
down on carbon emissions. Earth Hour, organized by the World Wildlife Fund, is expected to be the largest voluntary action of its kind 
in history.

Turning night lights down or off protects wildlife. Brightly lit skyscrapers can confuse migrating birds, causing them to crash into 
windows or fly aimlessly until they drop from exhaustion. In residential areas, bright night lights disrupt animals' natural sleep cycles, 
altering their natural behavior and leaving them vulnerable to illness.

At the news conference, Quinn was joined by Homer Glen Mayor Jim Daley and Village Trustees Russell Knaack and Margaret Sabo. 
Homer Glen resident Debra Norvil, a leading advocate for the ordinance, and Homer Glen Village Manager Paula Wallrich also 
attended.

The International Dark-Sky Association, an Arizona-based not-for-profit organization dedicated to fighting light pollution, was 
represented by President Bob Gent, Chicago Chapter Co-Leader Audrey Fischer and Illinois Chapter Director Dave Toeppen.

Monica Echeverria, senior communications manager for the World Wildlife Fund, also attended, along with Michelle Nichols, Master 
Educator at the Adler Planetarium.

"By turning out our lights for an hour on Saturday night, the people of Illinois will demonstrate that we join people around the planet in 
fighting light pollution," Quinn said. "By taking action to protect the dark night sky, Homer Glen has put itself in the forefront of the 
international movement to conserve energy and protect wildlife. With this progressive ordinance, Homer Glen has literally reached for 
the stars."



July 9, 2010 
TO: IDA Board of Directors 
FROM: Dennis Erickson-Chicago Section IDA 
RE: Homer Glen, IL - International Dark Sky 
Community Program 
 
 
On July 7, 2010, I met with Debra Norvil and the 
Village of Homer Glen 
Environment Committee-Lighting Work Group.  IDA 
members Dave Toeppen, Audrey Fischer and Jeff 
Gahris were also in attendance. Village of Homer Glen 
Trustee Margaret Sabo, Environment Committee was 
in attendance. 
 
The committee presented Homer Glen's 
documentation of the five areas required to become 
an International Dark Sky Community.  In my opinion, 
Homer Glen has met the requirements of the first 4 
areas and is working on completing area five-Sky 
Measurements. 
  
I highly recommend the IDA Board grant Homer Glen 
IDA International Dark Sky Community status. They 
will be an excellent example for other Illinois 
communities! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dennis Erickson 
IDA Chicago Section 



DEricks422@aol.com 
312 659 0004(cell) 
312 951 7977(home) 



 __________________________________________________________ 

        520 Longfellow Avenue 

        Glen Ellyn, Illinois 60137 

 

        July 29, 2010 

 

 

International Dark Sky Association 

Board of Directors 

3225 N. First Avenue 

Tucson, Arizona 85719 

 

 

    Re: Homer Glen, IL - International Dark Sky Community Program 

 

Dear Board of Directors: 

 

 I am a member of the International Dark Sky Association, and an organizer for the Glen 

Ellyn Cool Cities Coalition.  In Glen Ellyn, a community not far from Homer Glen, Illinois, we 

are working on educational programming and advocacy to promote better outdoor lighting and 

energy conservation. Our organization supports the goals and activities of the IDA and the 

efforts of Homer Glen to become an International Dark Sky Community.  

 

 On July 7, 2010, I had the pleasure of meeting with Debra Norvil and other members of 

the Village of Homer Glen Environment Committee-Lighting Work Group.  IDA members Dave 

Toeppen, Dennis Erickson, and Audrey Fischer were also in attendance.  In that meeting the 

committee presented Homer Glen's documentation of the six criteria required to become an 

International Dark Sky Community.  Homer Glen has effectively met these requirements of areas 

with the exception of the sky measurements.  It is my understanding the measurements will be 

completed soon.  Overall, I was impressed by the efforts of a relatively rural community in 

suburban Chicago to preserve its dark skies. 

  

 As an IDA member, and a representative of the Glen Ellyn Cool Cities Coalition, I highly 

recommend that the IDA Board grant Homer Glen IDA International Dark Sky 

Community status.  The leadership of Homer Glen will provide an important and inspiring 

example for other Illinois communities to follow.  If you have any questions, feel free to call me 

at (630) 853-5505. 

 

 

 Sincerely, 

 

 

 Jeffrey L. Gahris 





















February 15, 2011

Dear International Dark Sky Association,

I am writing to commend the relentless, consistent efforts of leadership of The Village of Homer Glen and recommend authorizing its 
certification as an IDA Dark Sky Community... the very first east of the Mississippi River.

As a citizen of Illinois, I am especially proud and energized by the efforts of this community, as it is the very first community in our entire state 
to pass a dark-sky ordinance (December 18, 2007).  As a matter of fact, it was the action of this community that both inspired and empowered 
me into action. I was determined to contact Illinois Lt Governor Pat Quinn and let him know about this.  This contact resulted in a media 
conference within one month... the very first in our state's history dedicated to light pollution.  As you can see in the attached photo below, 
standing side by side, participants included Debra Norvil, IDA's Bob Gent, and decade-long IDA IL state representative David Toeppen.  I was 
also present (and took this photo). 

It is without question that The Village of Homer Glen deserves this certification of IDA Dark Sky Community.  The ordinance is in place to 
steadily reduce light pollution in this community. They have shown years of proof of their dedication and commitment.  They have proven that 
businesses are willing to cooperate and comply with these ordinances.  I am personally aware of consistent starlight preservation messages 
throughout the year at The Village of Homer Glen community events and award ceremonies which serve to reinforce  the message of the value 
and importance of light pollution reduction. 

Every state in the U.S. needs a community to step up to a leadership position and show that the path that embraces starlight is good for the 
community.   I thank the Village of Homer Glen for being that community for Illinois.  I hope that every every state in the US and other regions 
around the globe soon find similar models.  It is always a bigger challenge to be the first.

The heart of the leadership and the community is behind this long and focused effort... which makes all the difference in the world.

As IDA IL state rep David Toeppen is gravely ill, I recommend that this certification is swiftly passed without delay, in due respect to his 
dedication to the cause of starlight preservation. 

Sincerely,
Audrey Fischer
10033-35 S. Western Ave
Chicago, Illinois 60643
773.233.7579 
773.233.5037

Starlight preservation global activist
IDA board member
IDA Chicago co-leader
Astronomers Without Borders regional representative
One Star at a Time project founder and co-leader Global StarPark Network (recently supported by UNESCO)
Chicago Astronomical Society board member (oldest astronomical society in the western hemisphere)
Chicago Conservation Corps leader
AWB Astronomers Without Barriers, inclusive programs for the sight, hearing impaired and differently-abled WG member
NASA broadcasted, Live Voyage into Deep Space with Sonification for the blind, organizer, (dual-serving as a starlight preservation drive during Global Astronomy Month GAM2011)
IDA Education Committee WG
GAM2011 Dark Sky WG 
Illinois Environmental Literacy Program collaborative partner
Boy Scouts of America Astronomy Merit Badge Councilor 

http://www.standingupforillinois.org/feature.php?id=263

Lt. Gov. Pat Quinn commends Homer Glen for dark-sky ordinance, urges everyone in Illinois to turn out the lights for Earth 
Hour this Saturday

Link to the Homer Glen Ordinance

CHICAGO - March 26, 2008. Lt. Governor Pat Quinn joined representatives from the International Dark-Sky Association and the World 
Wildlife Fund to commend the Village of Homer Glen for passing a groundbreaking dark-sky ordinance, and asked residents 
throughout Illinois to participate in Earth Hour by turning off their lights from 8 to 9 p.m. on Saturday night.

"Homer Glen's dark-sky ordinance conserves energy, protects wildlife, and reminds all of us of the natural beauty of a starry night," 

http://www.standingupforillinois.org/index.php
http://www.standingupforillinois.org/uploads/Homer-Glen-Lighting-Outdoor.pdf


Quinn said at a news conference in the 15th floor Blue Room of the James R. Thompson Center, 100 W. Randolph St. in Chicago. 
"This Saturday night, I hope people throughout Illinois will follow Homer Glen's example and extinguish all unnecessary lights to 
participate in Earth Hour."

On December 18, the Homer Glen Village Board unanimously adopted a progressive new ordinance regulating nighttime outdoor 
lighting, making sure that outdoor lighting is focused on areas that need to be illuminated, while reducing the upward glow that 
obscures the night sky. The village, located 11 miles southwest of Chicago in Will County, was incorporated in 2001. Since then, the 
village government has worked to preserve the area's rural character and safeguard its natural environment.

"Homer Glen's ordinance demonstrates that good outdoor lighting uses the right amount of light, where and when it is needed, without 
wasting energy by sending light up into the sky," Quinn said. "The Village of Homer Glen and its model light pollution ordinance have 
set an excellent example for other communities in Illinois and across our nation."

Residents statewide had an opportunity to show their support for dark-sky initiatives by participating in Earth Hour from 8 to 9 p.m. on 
Saturday, March 29. During Earth Hour people around the world turned off unnecessary lights to reduce energy consumption and cut 
down on carbon emissions. Earth Hour, organized by the World Wildlife Fund, is expected to be the largest voluntary action of its kind 
in history.

Turning night lights down or off protects wildlife. Brightly lit skyscrapers can confuse migrating birds, causing them to crash into 
windows or fly aimlessly until they drop from exhaustion. In residential areas, bright night lights disrupt animals' natural sleep cycles, 
altering their natural behavior and leaving them vulnerable to illness.

At the news conference, Quinn was joined by Homer Glen Mayor Jim Daley and Village Trustees Russell Knaack and Margaret Sabo. 
Homer Glen resident Debra Norvil, a leading advocate for the ordinance, and Homer Glen Village Manager Paula Wallrich also 
attended.

The International Dark-Sky Association, an Arizona-based not-for-profit organization dedicated to fighting light pollution, was 
represented by President Bob Gent, Chicago Chapter Co-Leader Audrey Fischer and Illinois Chapter Director Dave Toeppen.

Monica Echeverria, senior communications manager for the World Wildlife Fund, also attended, along with Michelle Nichols, Master 
Educator at the Adler Planetarium.

"By turning out our lights for an hour on Saturday night, the people of Illinois will demonstrate that we join people around the planet in 
fighting light pollution," Quinn said. "By taking action to protect the dark night sky, Homer Glen has put itself in the forefront of the 
international movement to conserve energy and protect wildlife. With this progressive ordinance, Homer Glen has literally reached for 
the stars."



July 9, 2010 
TO: IDA Board of Directors 
FROM: Dennis Erickson-Chicago Section IDA 
RE: Homer Glen, IL - International Dark Sky 
Community Program 
 
 
On July 7, 2010, I met with Debra Norvil and the 
Village of Homer Glen 
Environment Committee-Lighting Work Group.  IDA 
members Dave Toeppen, Audrey Fischer and Jeff 
Gahris were also in attendance. Village of Homer Glen 
Trustee Margaret Sabo, Environment Committee was 
in attendance. 
 
The committee presented Homer Glen's 
documentation of the five areas required to become 
an International Dark Sky Community.  In my opinion, 
Homer Glen has met the requirements of the first 4 
areas and is working on completing area five-Sky 
Measurements. 
  
I highly recommend the IDA Board grant Homer Glen 
IDA International Dark Sky Community status. They 
will be an excellent example for other Illinois 
communities! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dennis Erickson 
IDA Chicago Section 



DEricks422@aol.com 
312 659 0004(cell) 
312 951 7977(home) 



 __________________________________________________________ 

        520 Longfellow Avenue 

        Glen Ellyn, Illinois 60137 

 

        July 29, 2010 

 

 

International Dark Sky Association 

Board of Directors 

3225 N. First Avenue 

Tucson, Arizona 85719 

 

 

    Re: Homer Glen, IL - International Dark Sky Community Program 

 

Dear Board of Directors: 

 

 I am a member of the International Dark Sky Association, and an organizer for the Glen 

Ellyn Cool Cities Coalition.  In Glen Ellyn, a community not far from Homer Glen, Illinois, we 

are working on educational programming and advocacy to promote better outdoor lighting and 

energy conservation. Our organization supports the goals and activities of the IDA and the 

efforts of Homer Glen to become an International Dark Sky Community.  

 

 On July 7, 2010, I had the pleasure of meeting with Debra Norvil and other members of 

the Village of Homer Glen Environment Committee-Lighting Work Group.  IDA members Dave 

Toeppen, Dennis Erickson, and Audrey Fischer were also in attendance.  In that meeting the 

committee presented Homer Glen's documentation of the six criteria required to become an 

International Dark Sky Community.  Homer Glen has effectively met these requirements of areas 

with the exception of the sky measurements.  It is my understanding the measurements will be 

completed soon.  Overall, I was impressed by the efforts of a relatively rural community in 

suburban Chicago to preserve its dark skies. 

  

 As an IDA member, and a representative of the Glen Ellyn Cool Cities Coalition, I highly 

recommend that the IDA Board grant Homer Glen IDA International Dark Sky 

Community status.  The leadership of Homer Glen will provide an important and inspiring 

example for other Illinois communities to follow.  If you have any questions, feel free to call me 

at (630) 853-5505. 

 

 

 Sincerely, 

 

 

 Jeffrey L. Gahris 







 __________________________________________________________ 

        520 Longfellow Avenue 

        Glen Ellyn, Illinois 60137 

 

        July 29, 2010 

 

 

International Dark Sky Association 

Board of Directors 

3225 N. First Avenue 

Tucson, Arizona 85719 

 

 

    Re: Homer Glen, IL - International Dark Sky Community Program 

 

Dear Board of Directors: 

 

 I am a member of the International Dark Sky Association, and an organizer for the Glen 

Ellyn Cool Cities Coalition.  In Glen Ellyn, a community not far from Homer Glen, Illinois, we 

are working on educational programming and advocacy to promote better outdoor lighting and 

energy conservation. Our organization supports the goals and activities of the IDA and the 

efforts of Homer Glen to become an International Dark Sky Community.  

 

 On July 7, 2010, I had the pleasure of meeting with Debra Norvil and other members of 

the Village of Homer Glen Environment Committee-Lighting Work Group.  IDA members Dave 

Toeppen, Dennis Erickson, and Audrey Fischer were also in attendance.  In that meeting the 

committee presented Homer Glen's documentation of the six criteria required to become an 

International Dark Sky Community.  Homer Glen has effectively met these requirements of areas 

with the exception of the sky measurements.  It is my understanding the measurements will be 

completed soon.  Overall, I was impressed by the efforts of a relatively rural community in 

suburban Chicago to preserve its dark skies. 

  

 As an IDA member, and a representative of the Glen Ellyn Cool Cities Coalition, I highly 

recommend that the IDA Board grant Homer Glen IDA International Dark Sky 

Community status.  The leadership of Homer Glen will provide an important and inspiring 

example for other Illinois communities to follow.  If you have any questions, feel free to call me 

at (630) 853-5505. 

 

 

 Sincerely, 

 

 

 Jeffrey L. Gahris 



July 9, 2010 
TO: IDA Board of Directors 
FROM: Dennis Erickson-Chicago Section IDA 
RE: Homer Glen, IL - International Dark Sky 
Community Program 
 
 
On July 7, 2010, I met with Debra Norvil and the 
Village of Homer Glen 
Environment Committee-Lighting Work Group.  IDA 
members Dave Toeppen, Audrey Fischer and Jeff 
Gahris were also in attendance. Village of Homer Glen 
Trustee Margaret Sabo, Environment Committee was 
in attendance. 
 
The committee presented Homer Glen's 
documentation of the five areas required to become 
an International Dark Sky Community.  In my opinion, 
Homer Glen has met the requirements of the first 4 
areas and is working on completing area five-Sky 
Measurements. 
  
I highly recommend the IDA Board grant Homer Glen 
IDA International Dark Sky Community status. They 
will be an excellent example for other Illinois 
communities! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dennis Erickson 
IDA Chicago Section 



DEricks422@aol.com 
312 659 0004(cell) 
312 951 7977(home) 



February 15, 2011

Dear International Dark Sky Association,

I am writing to commend the relentless, consistent efforts of leadership of The Village of Homer Glen and recommend authorizing its 
certification as an IDA Dark Sky Community... the very first east of the Mississippi River.

As a citizen of Illinois, I am especially proud and energized by the efforts of this community, as it is the very first community in our entire state 
to pass a dark-sky ordinance (December 18, 2007).  As a matter of fact, it was the action of this community that both inspired and empowered 
me into action. I was determined to contact Illinois Lt Governor Pat Quinn and let him know about this.  This contact resulted in a media 
conference within one month... the very first in our state's history dedicated to light pollution.  As you can see in the attached photo below, 
standing side by side, participants included Debra Norvil, IDA's Bob Gent, and decade-long IDA IL state representative David Toeppen.  I was 
also present (and took this photo). 

It is without question that The Village of Homer Glen deserves this certification of IDA Dark Sky Community.  The ordinance is in place to 
steadily reduce light pollution in this community. They have shown years of proof of their dedication and commitment.  They have proven that 
businesses are willing to cooperate and comply with these ordinances.  I am personally aware of consistent starlight preservation messages 
throughout the year at The Village of Homer Glen community events and award ceremonies which serve to reinforce  the message of the value 
and importance of light pollution reduction. 

Every state in the U.S. needs a community to step up to a leadership position and show that the path that embraces starlight is good for the 
community.   I thank the Village of Homer Glen for being that community for Illinois.  I hope that every every state in the US and other regions 
around the globe soon find similar models.  It is always a bigger challenge to be the first.

The heart of the leadership and the community is behind this long and focused effort... which makes all the difference in the world.

As IDA IL state rep David Toeppen is gravely ill, I recommend that this certification is swiftly passed without delay, in due respect to his 
dedication to the cause of starlight preservation. 

Sincerely,
Audrey Fischer
10033-35 S. Western Ave
Chicago, Illinois 60643
773.233.7579 
773.233.5037

Starlight preservation global activist
IDA board member
IDA Chicago co-leader
Astronomers Without Borders regional representative
One Star at a Time project founder and co-leader Global StarPark Network (recently supported by UNESCO)
Chicago Astronomical Society board member (oldest astronomical society in the western hemisphere)
Chicago Conservation Corps leader
AWB Astronomers Without Barriers, inclusive programs for the sight, hearing impaired and differently-abled WG member
NASA broadcasted, Live Voyage into Deep Space with Sonification for the blind, organizer, (dual-serving as a starlight preservation drive during Global Astronomy Month GAM2011)
IDA Education Committee WG
GAM2011 Dark Sky WG 
Illinois Environmental Literacy Program collaborative partner
Boy Scouts of America Astronomy Merit Badge Councilor 

http://www.standingupforillinois.org/feature.php?id=263

Lt. Gov. Pat Quinn commends Homer Glen for dark-sky ordinance, urges everyone in Illinois to turn out the lights for Earth 
Hour this Saturday

Link to the Homer Glen Ordinance

CHICAGO - March 26, 2008. Lt. Governor Pat Quinn joined representatives from the International Dark-Sky Association and the World 
Wildlife Fund to commend the Village of Homer Glen for passing a groundbreaking dark-sky ordinance, and asked residents 
throughout Illinois to participate in Earth Hour by turning off their lights from 8 to 9 p.m. on Saturday night.

"Homer Glen's dark-sky ordinance conserves energy, protects wildlife, and reminds all of us of the natural beauty of a starry night," 

http://www.standingupforillinois.org/index.php
http://www.standingupforillinois.org/uploads/Homer-Glen-Lighting-Outdoor.pdf


Quinn said at a news conference in the 15th floor Blue Room of the James R. Thompson Center, 100 W. Randolph St. in Chicago. 
"This Saturday night, I hope people throughout Illinois will follow Homer Glen's example and extinguish all unnecessary lights to 
participate in Earth Hour."

On December 18, the Homer Glen Village Board unanimously adopted a progressive new ordinance regulating nighttime outdoor 
lighting, making sure that outdoor lighting is focused on areas that need to be illuminated, while reducing the upward glow that 
obscures the night sky. The village, located 11 miles southwest of Chicago in Will County, was incorporated in 2001. Since then, the 
village government has worked to preserve the area's rural character and safeguard its natural environment.

"Homer Glen's ordinance demonstrates that good outdoor lighting uses the right amount of light, where and when it is needed, without 
wasting energy by sending light up into the sky," Quinn said. "The Village of Homer Glen and its model light pollution ordinance have 
set an excellent example for other communities in Illinois and across our nation."

Residents statewide had an opportunity to show their support for dark-sky initiatives by participating in Earth Hour from 8 to 9 p.m. on 
Saturday, March 29. During Earth Hour people around the world turned off unnecessary lights to reduce energy consumption and cut 
down on carbon emissions. Earth Hour, organized by the World Wildlife Fund, is expected to be the largest voluntary action of its kind 
in history.

Turning night lights down or off protects wildlife. Brightly lit skyscrapers can confuse migrating birds, causing them to crash into 
windows or fly aimlessly until they drop from exhaustion. In residential areas, bright night lights disrupt animals' natural sleep cycles, 
altering their natural behavior and leaving them vulnerable to illness.

At the news conference, Quinn was joined by Homer Glen Mayor Jim Daley and Village Trustees Russell Knaack and Margaret Sabo. 
Homer Glen resident Debra Norvil, a leading advocate for the ordinance, and Homer Glen Village Manager Paula Wallrich also 
attended.

The International Dark-Sky Association, an Arizona-based not-for-profit organization dedicated to fighting light pollution, was 
represented by President Bob Gent, Chicago Chapter Co-Leader Audrey Fischer and Illinois Chapter Director Dave Toeppen.

Monica Echeverria, senior communications manager for the World Wildlife Fund, also attended, along with Michelle Nichols, Master 
Educator at the Adler Planetarium.

"By turning out our lights for an hour on Saturday night, the people of Illinois will demonstrate that we join people around the planet in 
fighting light pollution," Quinn said. "By taking action to protect the dark night sky, Homer Glen has put itself in the forefront of the 
international movement to conserve energy and protect wildlife. With this progressive ordinance, Homer Glen has literally reached for 
the stars."







You are seeing photometric codes in the following order for the following projects:  

Homer Glen Center 

Meijer 

Squisito Place 

St. John’s Serbian Church 

Victorian Village 

Waterfall Place  

These developments were NOT approved due to noncompliance with the HG lighting code.  
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Notes on Residential switch out:  

September, 2010 began the complete change out of all the Village owned drop lens cobras to FCO cobras.  These 

were phases 1 and 2 of the 5 year street light change out plan and which has been completed.  Sometime in fiscal 

year 2012 phase 3 will begin with part of the Village owned post top luminaires to be changed out for FCO.  



Creekside & Teakwood before

 

Creekside & Teakwood After: 

 



Golden Oak & Hiawatha Before:  

 

Golden Oak & Hiawatha After:  

  



Golden Oak & Oak Ridge Before:  

 

Golden Oak & Oak Ridge After from distance:  

 



Streetlight replacement photo:  

 

Debra Norvil holding a drop lens cobra head that was just removed:  

 



February 22, 2011 

To:  The International Dark Sky Association (IDA) and The International Dark Sky Places Task Force 

Re:   International Dark Sky Community Status for Village of Homer Glen, Illinois  

Application, February 2011 

The Village of Homer Glen was incorporated in April, 2001 with the motto: Community and Nature … In 

Harmony.  There are over 25,000 residents within 22 square miles.  The area is semi-rural                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

and is located about 30 miles southwest of the City of Chicago.  In December, 2007, the Village of Homer 

Glen passed a ground-breaking outdoor lighting ordinance in the State of Illinois requiring only full 

cutoff luminaires for lamps over 1100 lumens and a lumen budget for commercial/industrial of 100,000 

lumens per acre.  The ordinance has been implemented successfully since its passage and was updated 

in October, 2010.  The revisions include a maximum Correlated Color Temperature for all commercial 

luminaires, a luminance limit for outdoor on-site digital display signs (new off-site advertising is 

prohibited), and a municipal residential street light luminaire requirement. 

In the short time since passage of the outdoor lighting ordinance, Homer Glen has become a model in 

the Chicagoland area as an example for promoting the awareness of the night sky and good artificial 

outdoor lighting at night.    

 Numerous articles have been published regarding Homer Glen in magazines and newspapers 

both regionally and nationally, including US News and World Report;  

 The Village has received awards from local conservation groups and Lt. Governor Pat Quinn 

(now Governor); 

 In August of 2010 the Chicago area Public Broadcasting Station created a segment of “Chicago 

Tonight” about the success of the Village of Homer Glen’s outdoor lighting ordinance.   This 

segment was televised in Homer Glen. 

 The Village and the government of Homer Township have hosted semi-annual stargazing events 

since 2009 which have drawn record amounts of participants for each event.  In 2011 another 

event has been added because of the popularity of these events;  

 The Village hosts Earth Hour to promote the Homer Glen Outdoor Lighting Ordinance and has 

had “switch off” events at community businesses with prominent local government officials 

present;  

 The Village of Arlington Heights utilized the Homer Glen lighting ordinance as a model for when 

creating their own ordinance;  

 The Village of Campton Hills is planning to do the same;  

 In spite of the lagging economy there has been fortunate to approve five major outdoor lighting 

projects that have been completed and conform to the Village lighting code. 

 The example set by the Village of Homer Glen helped to secure unanimous passage in the 

Illinois House of Representatives of Resolution #0884, “Responsible Nighttime Lighting” on 

March 17, 2010.  



The following portion of the application deals with the technical aspects of the five projects and Sky 

Quality Meter measurements that were taken within the Village. 

Success in Light Pollution Controls 

As mentioned above, despite the current state of the economic climate in the United States, four 

commercial projects and one municipal project have been completed in the three years since the 

ordinance was passed.   Each project conforms to the 100,000 lumens per acre budget and uses only full 

cutoff luminaires.  In the following paragraphs the commercial developments and the municipal project 

and all photometric drawings associated with each development are located in the accompanying CD 

along with photographs of the individual luminaires: 

Eagle Rock Community Church 

Eagle Rock Church is an outstanding example of good lighting practices in the Village of Homer Glen.  

The surrounding area is semi-rural therefore the dramatic effect of good lighting practices are extremely 

evident. (This location served at the backdrop for the PBS interview).  The church property has 19 

luminaires at 12,600 lumens, 3 at 6200 lumens, and 1 at 4100 lumens for a total of 262,100 lumens.  The 

church property is 11.56 acres and the result is 22,673 lumens per acre.  Please note that many of the 

luminaires in the photometric drawing were never installed and there is no intention to do so.  A visual 

sight inspection of the development confirmed the above lumen per acre value.   

Midland Federal Savings 

Midland Federal is only 0.7 acres of land.  Due to State of Illinois standard No. 205 ILC 695 (Authorized 

Teller Security Act) excess lumens in the ATM area were required to meet the State standards for ATMs.  

A visual inspection of the site confirmed that there are 5 luminaires at 9300 lumens, 1 at 16,000 lumens, 

2 at 6300 lumens, and 5 at 3800 lumens for a total of 94,100 lumens or 134,429 lumens per acre.  While 

the site is over the 100,000 lumen per acre budget the Village felt that the bank did everything possible 

to curtail lighting on the property.  Unfortunately, due to the Illinois standard, lowering the lumen 

output violated State rules.  Without the high lumen output under the ATM, the parking lot is 70,000 

lumens per acre.  The Village granted an administrative variance to the bank for the ATM due to the 

State of Illinois mandate. 

Silver Cross Hospital Health Center 

Silver Cross Hospital voluntarily revised their outdoor lighting and thereby came into compliance with 

the Village of Homer Glen Outdoor Lighting Ordinance.  The development is 4.8 acres and a visual 

inspection of the site confirmed that there are 5 luminaires at 12,800 lumens, 1 at 4799 lumens, 4 at 

1200, lumens, 5 at 1600 lumens, 7 at 900 lumens, and 6 at 4700 lumens for a total of 116,000 lumens or 

24,167 lumens per acre. 

 

 



Firestone Complete Auto Care 

Firestone is the most recent development built in the Village of Homer Glen.   The development is 1.18 

acres and a visual inspection of the site confirmed that there are 4 luminaires at 20,000 lumens, and 7 at 

6400 lumens for a total of 125,800 lumens or 105,763 lumens per acre.  The Village unofficially allows up 

to 10% over the lumen per acre budget without a zoning variance and thus approval was granted. 

Pending Developments 

In addition, there are numerous developments in various stages of planning that are pending and will 

conform to the Village of Homer Glen Outdoor Lighting Ordinance.  Information on those developments 

can be found on the CD.  The pending developments are Homer Glen Center, Meijer’s, Squisito Place, St. 

John’s Serbian Church, Victorian Village Retirement Community, and Waterfall Place. 

Village of Homer Glen 5 Year Program for Residential Street Light Replacement 

Before the Village incorporated in 2001, the County of Will had jurisdiction over all development 

including residential street lighting.  As a result of this procedure and policy there are a number of 

different residential luminaires within the Village.  A year long process was lead by members of the 

Village of Homer Glen Environment Committee.   Each individual street light was examined and 

compared the results with Homer Township Highway Department and ComEd (local electric 

utility)records.  Based on the identified data, a street light map was created.  The map indicated that 

there were 184 drop lens cobras, 138 post tops, and 4 Lumec Renaissance 14 inch drop lens luminaires 

owned by the Village.  All have been targeted for replacement with full cutoff luminaires. 

In 2009 a fund was established in the budget to start the 5 year replacement plan of these non-

conforming Village owned residential luminaires.  (The other street lights in the Village are under the 

control of developers, the County, or the State of Illinois) 

For fiscal years 2010 and 2011 budget money was allocated to change out the 184 cobra drop lens 

luminaires on residential street and replace them with 70W HPS full cutoff luminaires.  The project was 

completed in November, 2010 for both fiscal years.  Fiscal years 2012, 2013, and 2014 will allocate 

money for the replacement of the 138 post top luminaires and the 4 Lumec Renaissance luminaires. 

Sky Quality Meter Readings  

Per the requirements to become an International Dark Sky Community, Sky Quality Meter readings were 

taken within the Village.  As mentioned previously, the Village of Homer Glen is approximately located  

30 miles southwest of the City of Chicago.  As a result of Chicago’s lighting a tremendous amount of sky 

glow is obvious in the northeast sky.  Traveling east to west along 151st Street from Will Cook Road to 

Gougar the SQM readings were 18.67, 18.94, 18.93, and 18.93.  The first number is closest to the 

Chicago and the Village of Orland Park. 

 



Follow Up 

Members of the International Dark Sky Places Task Force who are considering the application for the 

Village of Homer Glen for International Dark Sky Community Status may contact the following individual 

for additional information or content:  

Village of Homer Glen Trustee Margaret Sabo, Village Manager Gary Holmes, Community Development 

Director Ed Cage, or Environment Committee Member Debra Norvil. (Email addresses are respectively: 

earthapril422@urbancom.net; gholmes@homerglen.org; ecage@homerglen.org; dnorvil@comcast.net) 

Thank you in advance for your time and consideration of this application. 
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Photometric data for Eagle Rock Church on following page 





Firestone Development Pics 

 

 



 

 



 

Photometric data for Firestone on following page 

 





Midland Federal Bank  

 



 

 



 

Photometric data for Midland Federal Bank on following page 

 





Silver Cross Hospital 

 

 



 

 



 

Photometric data for Silver Cross Hospital on following page 

 













February 22, 2011 

To:  The International Dark Sky Association (IDA) and The International Dark Sky Places Task Force 

Re:   International Dark Sky Community Status for Village of Homer Glen, Illinois  

Application, February 2011 

The Village of Homer Glen was incorporated in April, 2001 with the motto: Community and Nature … In 
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and is located about 30 miles southwest of the City of Chicago.  In December, 2007, the Village of Homer 

Glen passed a ground-breaking outdoor lighting ordinance in the State of Illinois requiring only full 

cutoff luminaires for lamps over 1100 lumens and a lumen budget for commercial/industrial of 100,000 

lumens per acre.  The ordinance has been implemented successfully since its passage and was updated 

in October, 2010.  The revisions include a maximum Correlated Color Temperature for all commercial 

luminaires, a luminance limit for outdoor on-site digital display signs (new off-site advertising is 

prohibited), and a municipal residential street light luminaire requirement. 

In the short time since passage of the outdoor lighting ordinance, Homer Glen has become a model in 

the Chicagoland area as an example for promoting the awareness of the night sky and good artificial 

outdoor lighting at night.    

 Numerous articles have been published regarding Homer Glen in magazines and newspapers 

both regionally and nationally, including US News and World Report;  

 The Village has received awards from local conservation groups and Lt. Governor Pat Quinn 

(now Governor); 

 In August of 2010 the Chicago area Public Broadcasting Station created a segment of “Chicago 

Tonight” about the success of the Village of Homer Glen’s outdoor lighting ordinance.   This 

segment was televised in Homer Glen. 

 The Village and the government of Homer Township have hosted semi-annual stargazing events 

since 2009 which have drawn record amounts of participants for each event.  In 2011 another 

event has been added because of the popularity of these events;  

 The Village hosts Earth Hour to promote the Homer Glen Outdoor Lighting Ordinance and has 

had “switch off” events at community businesses with prominent local government officials 

present;  

 The Village of Arlington Heights utilized the Homer Glen lighting ordinance as a model for when 

creating their own ordinance;  

 The Village of Campton Hills is planning to do the same;  

 In spite of the lagging economy there has been fortunate to approve five major outdoor lighting 

projects that have been completed and conform to the Village lighting code. 

 The example set by the Village of Homer Glen helped to secure unanimous passage in the 

Illinois House of Representatives of Resolution #0884, “Responsible Nighttime Lighting” on 

March 17, 2010.  



The following portion of the application deals with the technical aspects of the five projects and Sky 

Quality Meter measurements that were taken within the Village. 

Success in Light Pollution Controls 

As mentioned above, despite the current state of the economic climate in the United States, four 

commercial projects and one municipal project have been completed in the three years since the 

ordinance was passed.   Each project conforms to the 100,000 lumens per acre budget and uses only full 

cutoff luminaires.  In the following paragraphs the commercial developments and the municipal project 

and all photometric drawings associated with each development are located in the accompanying CD 

along with photographs of the individual luminaires: 

Eagle Rock Community Church 

Eagle Rock Church is an outstanding example of good lighting practices in the Village of Homer Glen.  

The surrounding area is semi-rural therefore the dramatic effect of good lighting practices are extremely 

evident. (This location served at the backdrop for the PBS interview).  The church property has 19 

luminaires at 12,600 lumens, 3 at 6200 lumens, and 1 at 4100 lumens for a total of 262,100 lumens.  The 

church property is 11.56 acres and the result is 22,673 lumens per acre.  Please note that many of the 

luminaires in the photometric drawing were never installed and there is no intention to do so.  A visual 

sight inspection of the development confirmed the above lumen per acre value.   

Midland Federal Savings 

Midland Federal is only 0.7 acres of land.  Due to State of Illinois standard No. 205 ILC 695 (Authorized 

Teller Security Act) excess lumens in the ATM area were required to meet the State standards for ATMs.  

A visual inspection of the site confirmed that there are 5 luminaires at 9300 lumens, 1 at 16,000 lumens, 

2 at 6300 lumens, and 5 at 3800 lumens for a total of 94,100 lumens or 134,429 lumens per acre.  While 

the site is over the 100,000 lumen per acre budget the Village felt that the bank did everything possible 

to curtail lighting on the property.  Unfortunately, due to the Illinois standard, lowering the lumen 

output violated State rules.  Without the high lumen output under the ATM, the parking lot is 70,000 

lumens per acre.  The Village granted an administrative variance to the bank for the ATM due to the 

State of Illinois mandate. 

Silver Cross Hospital Health Center 

Silver Cross Hospital voluntarily revised their outdoor lighting and thereby came into compliance with 

the Village of Homer Glen Outdoor Lighting Ordinance.  The development is 4.8 acres and a visual 

inspection of the site confirmed that there are 5 luminaires at 12,800 lumens, 1 at 4799 lumens, 4 at 

1200, lumens, 5 at 1600 lumens, 7 at 900 lumens, and 6 at 4700 lumens for a total of 116,000 lumens or 

24,167 lumens per acre. 

 

 



Firestone Complete Auto Care 

Firestone is the most recent development built in the Village of Homer Glen.   The development is 1.18 

acres and a visual inspection of the site confirmed that there are 4 luminaires at 20,000 lumens, and 7 at 

6400 lumens for a total of 125,800 lumens or 105,763 lumens per acre.  The Village unofficially allows up 

to 10% over the lumen per acre budget without a zoning variance and thus approval was granted. 

Pending Developments 

In addition, there are numerous developments in various stages of planning that are pending and will 

conform to the Village of Homer Glen Outdoor Lighting Ordinance.  Information on those developments 

can be found on the CD.  The pending developments are Homer Glen Center, Meijer’s, Squisito Place, St. 

John’s Serbian Church, Victorian Village Retirement Community, and Waterfall Place. 

Village of Homer Glen 5 Year Program for Residential Street Light Replacement 

Before the Village incorporated in 2001, the County of Will had jurisdiction over all development 

including residential street lighting.  As a result of this procedure and policy there are a number of 

different residential luminaires within the Village.  A year long process was lead by members of the 

Village of Homer Glen Environment Committee.   Each individual street light was examined and 

compared the results with Homer Township Highway Department and ComEd (local electric 

utility)records.  Based on the identified data, a street light map was created.  The map indicated that 

there were 184 drop lens cobras, 138 post tops, and 4 Lumec Renaissance 14 inch drop lens luminaires 

owned by the Village.  All have been targeted for replacement with full cutoff luminaires. 

In 2009 a fund was established in the budget to start the 5 year replacement plan of these non-

conforming Village owned residential luminaires.  (The other street lights in the Village are under the 

control of developers, the County, or the State of Illinois) 

For fiscal years 2010 and 2011 budget money was allocated to change out the 184 cobra drop lens 

luminaires on residential street and replace them with 70W HPS full cutoff luminaires.  The project was 

completed in November, 2010 for both fiscal years.  Fiscal years 2012, 2013, and 2014 will allocate 

money for the replacement of the 138 post top luminaires and the 4 Lumec Renaissance luminaires. 

Sky Quality Meter Readings  

Per the requirements to become an International Dark Sky Community, Sky Quality Meter readings were 

taken within the Village.  As mentioned previously, the Village of Homer Glen is approximately located  

30 miles southwest of the City of Chicago.  As a result of Chicago’s lighting a tremendous amount of sky 

glow is obvious in the northeast sky.  Traveling east to west along 151st Street from Will Cook Road to 

Gougar the SQM readings were 18.67, 18.94, 18.93, and 18.93.  The first number is closest to the 

Chicago and the Village of Orland Park. 

 



Follow Up 

Members of the International Dark Sky Places Task Force who are considering the application for the 

Village of Homer Glen for International Dark Sky Community Status may contact the following individual 

for additional information or content:  

Village of Homer Glen Trustee Margaret Sabo, Village Manager Gary Holmes, Community Development 

Director Ed Cage, or Environment Committee Member Debra Norvil. (Email addresses are respectively: 

earthapril422@urbancom.net; gholmes@homerglen.org; ecage@homerglen.org; dnorvil@comcast.net) 

Thank you in advance for your time and consideration of this application. 
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Creekside & Teakwood before

 

Creekside & Teakwood After: 

 



Golden Oak & Hiawatha Before:  

 

Golden Oak & Hiawatha After:  

  



Golden Oak & Oak Ridge Before:  

 

Golden Oak & Oak Ridge After from distance:  

 



Streetlight replacement photo:  

 

Debra Norvil holding a drop lens cobra head that was just removed:  

 





Notes on Residential switch out:  

September, 2010 began the complete change out of all the Village owned drop lens cobras to FCO cobras.  These 

were phases 1 and 2 of the 5 year street light change out plan and which has been completed.  Sometime in fiscal 

year 2012 phase 3 will begin with part of the Village owned post top luminaires to be changed out for FCO.  
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Golden Oak & Oak Ridge After from distance:  
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Debra Norvil holding a drop lens cobra head that was just removed:  

 





Eagle Rock Church:  

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

Photometric data for Eagle Rock Church on following page 
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Photometric data for Silver Cross Hospital on following page 
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Photometric data for Midland Federal Bank on following page 
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Photometric data for Firestone on following page 
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